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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS VE 

SUBJECT: NEIHOUSE CASE-COURT TESTIMONY 

1 . "EL NACIONAL" JUNE 21 CARRIES STORY NOTING THAT 
FORMER DISIP (INTERIOR MINISTRY SECURITY SERVICE) 

DIRECTOR ARISTIDES LANDER AND MARCO TULIO BURNI CELLI, 

FORMER VICE MINISTER OF INTERIOR MINISTRY, TESTIFIED 
JUNE 20 BEFORE THE THIRD MILITARY COURT OF CARACAS 

AT THE REQUEST OF VINCENTE GONZALEZ HERRERA, THE DEFENSE 
LAWYER FOR DEPUTY FORTUNATO HERRERA, CONCERNING THEIR 
KNOWLEDGE OF FORTUNATO HERRERA S ALLEGED COMPLICITY IN 
THE NIEHOUSE KIDNAPPING. 

2. COMMENT: LAWYER GONZALEZ HERRERA ALSO IS SEEKING 
THE TESTIMONY OF THOMAS HUGHES, WILLIAM COLEMAN, MRS 
DONNA NIEHOUS, AND TERRY CANA VAN. SINCE THE LATTER THREE 
ARE IN THE US, GONZALEZ HERRERA IS SENDING LETTERS ROGATORY 
PROBABLY THROUGH THE VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 
HUGHES, PROMINENT LOCAL ATTORNEY, TOLD POLCOUNS THAT THE 
HAD TESTIFIED BEFORE THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL. HUGHES SAID 
FURTHER THAT HE ATTEMPTED TO DISSUADE LAWYER GONZALEZ FROM 
SENDING LETTERS ROGATORY TO MRS NIEHOUS AND TO COLEMAN 
AND CANA VAN. HUGHES SAID HE THOUGHT HE HAD SUCCEEDED IN 
DISSUADING HIM AT LEAST WITH RESPECT TO MRS NIEHOUS. 
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3. DEPARTMENT MAY HEAR FROM VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON ON HOW TO DELIVER LETTERS ROGATORY MENTIONED 
ABOVE. 
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